
SPEND YOUR TIME BUYING UP OPPORTUNITY 

Ephesians 5:3-17 
 

Introduction: 

A. Time 

1. We all have the s_________ amount of time (24 hours a day) 

2. How we s____________ our time varies from person to person. 

3. But on what should be spend our time? 

B. Understanding Eph 5:16  

1.  Translations vary 

a. NASB – making the m________ of your time 

b. KJV – r__________________ the time 

c. NIV – making the most of every o___________________ 

2. Two Greek words for time 

a. Chronos – refers to a m_____________ of time (e.g. a day) 

b. Kairos – refers to a s_______________ of time (e.g. time of 

judgment in Mk 8:29; season of harvest in Matt 13:30). 

c. Eph 5:16 uses kairos, so the NIV captures the meaning well 

with the word opportunity. 

3. What are we to do with the opportunities given us? 

a. Translations read: making the most of or redeeming them. 

b. The Greek word  

1) Literally means to buy out of or buy from (e.g. Gal 3:13 

– Christ bought us out from being under the c________ 

of the law; see also Gal 4:5). 

2) The prefix that means out of or from is also used to 

intensify a word, which makes better sense in Eph 5:16 

(buy with intensity or buy u______. 

C. Your life is a gift from God. Will you live life wisely or foolishly? 
 

Foolishness spends time wasting opportunity (15) 

A. The command to be careful how we live is prefaced by the word, 

therefore (NIV – then; NLT – so), which points back to the previous 

c_______________. 

1. Vv 1,2 commands us to imitate G_____ by walking in unselfish 

love. 

2. Vv 3-11 commands us to NOT imitate the w_________ (i.e. 

unbelievers) 

a. Paul singles out s____________ immorality (KJV – 

fornication) – it is a Greek word where we get the word porn 

and refers to any sexual intimacy outside the boundary of 

m______________ (defined in Gen 2:24; see also Matt 

19:5,6). 



b. Paul also singles out impurity which literally means 

un_______________ but gives examples (greed, filthy and 

silly talk, course jesting, idolatry) 

c. Paul reminds his readers what they know – those who have 

the lifestyle of sin has no in_______________ in God and 

Christ’s kingdom (v. 5) 

1. Such sins should not even be n___________ as being 

among the church (v. 3). 

2. As believers grow in Christ, public sins should become 

more and more a r_______________. 

a) Don’t let anyone d_________ you into thinking sin 

is okay. 

b) It is because of sin that God’s w_________ comes 

upon unbelievers. 

B. How does the unbelieving world view you? 

1. Are you influencing the world or is the world influencing you? 

2. Are you spending too much time regretting your past and not 

living in the present?   
 

Wisdom spends time buying up opportunity (16,17) 

A. Why spend time buying up opportunity?  

1. The answer (v. 16) – because the days are e___________ 

2. There is d______________ all around (vv, 8, 11) 

3. The world needs to know that they are in darkness. 

B. How do we know what to spend our time on? 

1. The answer (v. 17) - understand what the w________ of the 

Lord is. 

2. God’s revealed will is the B_____________  and all scripture is: 

(see 2 Tim 3:16) 

a. I______________ by God (theological)  

b. B______________ (practical)  - gives truth, reproof, 

correction, and training in living rightly, making us adequate 

in doing EVERY good work.  

C. How do we buy up opportunity? 

1. The answer (v. 8) – live as children of l_____________ (don’t 

just understand God’s will, live it) 

2. Verse 14 alludes to Is 60:1-3  

a. A prophecy that the people of God would be a 

l___________ to the world. 

b. Jesus called His followers the l___________ of the world. 

1) Light e_______________ darkness (v. 13) 

2) Living God’s will, will expose you as a child of God, a 

child of light! 


