The Spirit-Controlled Marriage
Responsibility not Rights
Ephesians 5:21-33
Introduction:
A. Historical view of women
1. 1%centuryJ man’s prayer — Lord, | thank You that
I am not a Gentile and that | am not a woman.
2. United States

a. Women did not have the right to v until Susan
B. Anthony helped secure that right in the 1920.
b. Women were not accepted into m academies
until 1975.
B. Women’s demand for equal rights turned into some bizarre efforts
1. Allowing girls into the B S of America.
2. Giving the title Ms to hide a woman’s m status.
3. Trying to make the Bible g neutral

4. Trying to strike out words in the Bible of submission and
headship in marriage.
C. The marriage relationship
1. IsNOT about equal r
2. lIs about an unselfish life-time r
between one man and one woman.
3. Is the topic of Eph 5:21-33
a. lItisin the context of being Spirit-f or
controlled.
b. It teaches what a Spirit-controlled marriage looks like.
1) If you are married — apply these God’s words of wisdom
2) If you intend to get married — internalize these words to
prepare for marriage
3) Ifyou don’t intend to get married — learn these words so
you can ¢ God’s wisdom to others.
c. It focuses on responsibility as opposed to rights.

The responsibility of respectful submission (22)
A. The word, submit or subject in verse 22 is absent in the original
Greek text and reads: “Wives, to your own husbands as to the Lord.”
1. The absence of a verb requires us to | it to the
previous verse.
2. Verse 22 does not begin a new subject but is an example of
mutual s which is a Spirit-filled action.
Be filled with the Spirit...by being subject to one another in the
fear of Christ — wives, to your own husbands, as to the Lord.




B. The Greek word translated as submit or subject appears ___ times
in the Greek New Testament.
1. Five times it is used in the context of unwilling compliance
because the one demanding subjection is viewed as an
e . (Lk 10:17,20; Rom 8:20; 10:3; 1Cor 15:27;
Heb 2:8).
2. Thirty-three times it is used in the context of willing deferment
with r .
a. Jesus respectfully deferred to His earthly parent’s
a because of their God-given role in His
childhood (Lk 2:51).
b. Every wife must respectfully defer to her husband’s God-
given role in their marriage.
C. Submitting as to the Lord
1. The comparison is not of the husband to the Lord but of the

wife’s a toward her husband and toward the Lord.
2. We submit to the Lord out of re for who
He is to us (God, Savior, Teacher, etc). and so wives must
submit to their husbands out of re for who they
are in the marriage (see verse 33).
3. The command is un respect — it does not

matter if the husband deserves it or not.

The responsibility of loving headship (23-27)
A. The term head

1. Isnotam term — many may want to separate
from their commander.
2. lIsab term — no one would want to

separate their head from their body.
B. Headship in marriage is not a dictatorship, but a close relationship.
1. A God-given f of the husband
a. Does not make the husband a s being (see
1Cor 11:3 where God is said to the head of Christ — God and
Christ are equal in being)
b. Isclarified in the comparisons to Christ
2. First comparison - Christ’s headship over the ¢
a. Christ exercised His headship by saving the church

b (v. 23)
b. Christ gave Himself up for the church body as an act of
unselfish | (v. 25)

c. Christ exercised his headship to sanctify her and
p her to be His glorious bride at His return.



d. The husband isto | his wife in spite of
her imperfections and seek to s her (see Matt
20:28). This builds the marriage.
3. Second comparison — the care of the human body

a. The husband and wife are o flesh (v. 31 quotes Gen
2:24 showing that they are one entity)
b. The husbandistot his wife like he would

his own body (v. 28). This builds the marriage.

Examples of submission and headship
A. Case of a husband who is handling the household finances poorly.
1. Respectful submission — not passive, but respectfully seeks a

solution.
2. Responsible headship — not insistent, but recognizes the
Vv the wife brings to him.

B. Case of an impasse
1. Have respectful d
2. The husband must make the f decision
a. Ifitisthe wrong decision
1) The words, | told you so, are not to be spoken.
2) Ask, “What can we 1 from this?”
b. Ifitis the right decision - the words, | told you so, are not to
be spoken.
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